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*K3IEXR Hriſtian Reader, I finding in this latter 
* * Day, the Love of the LOR D Shining 
C in ſome meaſure, with its pleaſant Beams 
Min my Heart, warming my Aﬀettions, 
X 2 my Soul, not only to give a 
ſpiritual Eccho in Soul Duty, to ſo great a Lover 
as my Saviour is, whoſe tranſcendent Love paſſeth 
Knowledge, F.pheſ. 3. 19. But alſo the Iuing and 
wiſhing well to all Sion's Heaven-Born Children; 
for I find in this Day, many poor Souls taſſed to and 


fro, ready to be carried away with every Wind of | 


Doctrine, by the Sleights of Men, and cunning Craf-- 
tineſs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive, Epheſ. 4. 
14. And that there are ſo many Foundations to build 
upon that are falſe, upon which much Labour is ſpent 
in vain, that Men are not ſpeaking the Truth in 
Love; neither are they growing up into him in all 
Things, which is the Head Chriſt, Epheſ. 4. 15. 
there cannot be a growing in Chrift ; without an U- 
nion to him, all that we do is curſed : Thou wilt find 
therefore, Gentle Reader, in this enſuing little Trea» 
tiſe,. if the Lord is pleaſed to bleſs the Reading of it 
unto thee as a flill Voice behind thee, ſaying, This 
is the Way, walk in it, that thou turn not to the 
Right Hand, nor to the Left ; For the Way into 
that pleaſant Path of Soul Juſtification before God, 
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75-in and through the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, 


fer all our Self- Righteouſneſs is as filiby Rags; for 


ſurely ſhall one ſay, In the Lord ſhall all the Seed 
of Iſrael be Juſtiſied, and ſha!) Glory, 1/a. 25. 24, 
25. It is only the dying of: that Fuſt One for us un- 
Juſi ones, muſt bring us to Gnd He that knew no Sin, 
was made Sin for us, that we that were nothing but 
Sin, might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in him, 
2 Cor. 5. 21. 
Chriſtian Reader, Let all that is of Old Adam in 
thee fall down at the Foot of Chriſt : He only muft 
have the Preheminence ; all the Veſſils of this new 
Spiritual, new Covenant Temple, um the Ci ups 2 


the Flaggons, muſt be all hung upon Ghrifty be is to 


bear the Glory, fer he is only gn for he is to 
build the Temple of the Lord, and is tobear the Glory; 
He, by his Father's Appointment, is: the Foundation 
Stone, Corner Sione, and is the Top Stone; He is the 
Father's Fullneſs Grace and Glory ; - Whatever thy 
Wants be, thou mayſt come 1e hin, there” s Baijam 
enough in him, fit for Cure, 

Reader, The goed” Lord help thee to experience this 


enſuing Word of Advice, that it may be made by God 


unto thee ike Honey, ſweet as the Soul, and Health. 
10 thy Bones, and thy Soul ſball rejoice with thee, Thy 
Brother an the Wee and N of the Gebel. L 


THO. WILCOCKS. 


Chivics Drop of e 


3 THE 


Rock COMPS . 
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S Word of Advice to my own Heart and 


thine : Thou art a Profeſſor, and par- 
takeſt of all Ordinances, thou doſt 
85056 well, they are glorious Privileges. But 
ir thou haſt not the Blood of Chriſt 
at the Root of thy Profeſſion, it wil, wither, and 
prove but painted Pageantry to go to Hell in. 
If thou retain Guilt, Self-Righteouſneſs under it, 
thoſe Vipers will cat out all the Vitals of it at length. 
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what bottom thy Profeſſion and Hopeſof thy Glory 
is built upon, whether it was laid by the Hand of 
Chriſt ; if not, it will never be able to endure the 
Storm that muſt come againſt it, Satan will throw 
it all down, and great will be the Fall thereof, 
Mat. 7. 27. 

Glorious Profeſſor, Thou ſhalt” be winnowed ; 
every Vein of thy Profeſſion will be tryed to Ng 
poſe : *Tis terrible to have it all come tumbling 
down, and to find nothing but it to bottom upon. 

Soaring Profeſſor, See to thy waxen Wings be- 

a times, which will melt with the Heat of Tempta- 
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tions. What a Miſery is it, to Trade much, and 
Break at length, and have no Stock, no Founda- 5 


tion laid for Eternity, in thy Soul. 
ä Gifted 


Try and examine with greateſt Striftneſsevery Day, 


* 
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— Gifted Profeſſor : look there be not a Worm at 

the Root that will ſpoil all thy fine Ground, and 
make it die about thee, in a Day of ſcorchings. 

Look over thy Soul daily, and ask, where is the 

Blood of Chriſt to be ſeen upon my Soul? What 

Righteouſneſs is it that I ſtand upon to be ſaved ? 
> Have I got off all my Self-Righteouſneſs? Many 
| eminent Profeſſors have come at length to cry out, 
| in the Sight of the Ruin of all their Duties, Undone, 
| | undone to all Eternity. 
Conſider the greateſt Sins may be hid under the 
I greateſt Duties, and the greateſt Terrors. See the 
| | Wound that Sin hath made in thy Soul be perfectly 
| cured by the Blood of Chriſt; not skinned over with 
Duties, Humblings, Enlargements, &c. Apply 
what thou wilt beſides the Blood of Chrifl, it will 
poiſon the Sore, Thou wilt find that Sin was never 
mortified truly; that thou haſt not ſeen Chriſt 
bleeding for thee upon the Croſs ; Nothing can kill 
2 it, but the beholding of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, 
Nature can afford no Balſam fit for Soul Cure. 
Healing from Duty; and not from Chriſt, is the 
moſt deſperate Diſeaſe ; poor ragged Nature with 
all its higheſt Improvements, can never ſpin a Gar- 
ip ment fine enough (without Spot) to cover the 
Soul's Nakedneſs. Nothing can fit the Soul for that 
uſe but Chriſt's perfect Righteouſneſs. 
8 Whatſoever is of Nature's ſpinning muſt be all 
T unravelled before the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt can 
1 be put on; whatſoever is of Nature's putting on, 
if Satan will come and plunder it every Rag away, 
1 and leave the Soul naked and open to the Wrath of 

God. All that Nature can do, will never make up 

1 the leaſt Dram of Grace, that can mortify Sin, or 
5 look Chriſt in the Face one Day. 
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Thou art a Profeſſor, goeſt on hearing, praying, 
| and receiving, yet miſerable may'ſt thou be, Look 
bi 5 * thee, didſt thou ever yet ſee Chriſt to this 
Toy Day ; 


(7) 
Day, in Diſtinction ſrom all other Excellencies and 


| Righteouſneſs in the World, and all them falling 
before the Majeſty of his Love and Grace, Ia. ii. 17. 


If thou haſt ſeen Chriſt truly, thou haſt ſeen pure 


Grace, pure Righteouſneſs in him every way infi- 


nite, far exceeding all Sin and Miſery ? If thou haſt 
ſeen Chriſt, thou canſt trample upon all the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Men and Angels, ſo as to bring thee 
into Acceptation with God. If thou haſt ſeen Chriſt, 
thou wouldſt not do a Duty without him for ten 
thouſand Worlds, 1 Cor. ii. 2. If ever thou ſaweſt 
Chriſt, thou ſaweſt him a Rock, higher then Self- 
Righteouſneſs, Satan and Sin, P/ 1xi. 2. and this 
Rock doth follow thee. 1 Cor. x. 4. and there will 
be continual Dropping of Honey and Grace out of 
that Rock to ſatisfy thee, P/. lxxxi. 16, Examine, if 
ever thou haſt beheld Chriſt as the only begotten - 
of the Father, full of Grace and Truth, Zobn i. 14, 
16, 17. Be ſure thou art come to Chriſt, that thou 
ſtandeſt upon the Rock of Ages, haſt anſwered to 
his Call to thy Soul, haſt cloſed with him for Juſtifi- 
cation, | | 

Men talk bravely of Believing, whilſt whole and 
ſound, few know it. Chriſt is the Myſtery of the 
Scripture ; Grace the Myſtery of Chriſt. Believing 
is the moſt wonderful Thing in the World. Put 
any thing of thine own to it, and thou ſpoileſt it; 


_ Chriſt will not ſo much as look at it for Believing. 


W hen thou believeſt and comeſt to Chriſt, thou muſt 
leave behind thee thy own-Righteouſnels, and bring 
nothing but thy Sin, (O that is hard) leave behind 
all thy Holineſs, Sanctification, Duties, Humblings, 
Sc. and bring nothing but thy Wants and Miſeries, 
elſe Chtiſt is not fit for thee, nor thou for Chriſt. 
Chriſt will be a pure Redeemer and Mediator, and 
thou muſt be an undone Sinner, or Chriſt and thou 
wilt never agree; it's the hardeſt Thing in the 


World, to take Chriſt alone for Righteouſneſs : 


that's 


(8 ): 


that's to acknowledge him Chriſt. Join any thing 
| to him of thy own, and thou un- Chriſt's him, 
5 Whatever comes in when thou goeſt to God for 
Acceptation, (beſides Chriſt) call it Antichriſt, bid 
[|  It-be gone; make only Chriſt's Righteouſneſs tri- 
umphant: All beſides that is Babylon, which muſt 
fall, if Chriſt ſtand, and thou ſhalt rejoice in the 
Day of the Fall thereak, Ia. i. 10, 11, 12. Chriſt 
ans did tread the Wine-prefs and there was none 
with him, //a..63. 3. If thou join any Thing to 
Chriſt, Chriſt will trample upon it in Fury and 
| Anger, and ſtain his Raiment with the Blood 
thereof. Thou thinkeſt it eaſy to believe; was ever 
thy Faith tried with an Hour of Temptations, and 
'F a thozough Sight of Sin? was it ever put to grapple. 
'" with Satan, and the Wrath of God lying upon the 
: Conſcience ; when thou waſt in the. Mouth of 
Hell and the Grave, then did God ſhew thee Chriſt . 
a Ranſom, a Righteouſneſs, £&c. Then couldſt thou 
ſay, Oh! I ſee Grace enough in Chriſt ! thou mayſt 
| ſay that which is the biggeſt Word in the Word, 
. | Thou believe. Untried Faith is uncertain Faith. 
4 To Believirg, there muſt go a clear Conviction 
| of Sin, and the Merits of the Blood of Chriſt, and: 
of Chriſt's Willingneſs to ſave upon this Conſidera- 
tion meerly, That thou art a Sinner; Things all. 
harder than to make a World. All the Power in 
VXMNMEature cannot get up ſo high in a Storm of Sin. 
| and Guilt, r really to believe, there is any Grace, 
| any Willingneſs in Chriſt to ſave, When Satan 
N | <hargeth Sin upon the Conſcience, then for the Soul. 
| to charge it upon Chriſt, that is Goſpel like. That 
11 is to make him Chriſt, he ſerves for that Uſe. To 
Ut accept Chriſt's Rightcouſneſs alone, his Blood alone 
| 
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for Salvation, that is the Sum of the Goſpel. When 
the Soul in all Duties and Diſtreſſes, can ſay, No- 
thing but Chriſt, Chriſt alone, ſor Righteouſneſs, 
33 Sanctification, Redemption, 1 Cor. i. 
30. 


690 
30. not Humblings, not Duties, not Graces, c. 
that Soul hath got above the Reach of the Billows. 


All Temptations, Satan's Advantages, our Com- 
plainings are laid in Self-Righteouſneſs, and Self- 


Excellency : God purſueth theſe, by ſetting Satan 


upon thee (as Laban did Jacob for his Images) 


theſe muſt be torn from thee (be as unwilling as 


thou wilt) theſe hinder Chriſt from coming in, and 
till Chriſt come in, Guilt will not out; and where 
Guilt & there is Hardneſs of Heart: And therefore 
much Guilt argues little (if any thing) of Chriſt. 

When Guilt is raiſed up, take heed of getting it 


allay'd any Way but by Chriſt's Blood, that will 


tend to Hardaning! make Chriſt thy Peace; Eph. 2. 
14. not thy Duties, th 8 Tears, Cc. Chriſt thy 
Righteouſneſs, not thy Gr 


aces, Sc. Thou may'ſt 
deſtroy Chriſt by — as well as by Sins. Look 


at Chriſt and do as much as thou wilt. Stand with 


all thy Weight upon Chriſt's Righteouſneſs; take 


1 


heed of having one F oot on thy own Righteouſ- 
neſs, another on Chriſt's. Till Chriſt come and fit 


on high upon a Throne of Grace, in the Con- 


ſcience, there is nothing but Guilt, Terrors, ſecret 


Suſpicions, the Soul hanging between Hope and 


Fear, which is an un-Goſpel like State. 
He that fears to ſee Sin's utmoſt Vileneſs the ut- 


moſt Hell of his own Heart, he ſu ſpects the Merits 


of Chriſt. Be thou never ſuch a great Sinner, 
(I Jahn 2. 1.) try Chriſt to make him thy Advo- 


995 and thou Malt find him Jeſus Chriſt the Righ- 


teous. In all Doubtings, Fear, Storms of Con- 
ſcience, look at Chriſt contiunally, do not argue it 
with Satan, (he defires no better) bid him go to 
Chriſt, and he will anſwer him; it's his Office to 


be our Advocate, 1 John 2. 1. his Office to anſwer 


Law, as our Surety, Heb, 7. 22. his Office to an- 


ſwer Juſtice, as our Mediator, Gal. 3. 20. 1 Tim. 2. 


5. and he is ſworn to that Office, Heb. 7. 20, 21. 
Put 


. 
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Put Chriſt upon it. If thou wilt do any thing thy- 
ſelf, as to Satisfaction for Sin, thou renounceſt 
Chriſt the Righteous, who was made Sin for thee, 
2 Cor. 5. 22. | 

Satan may alledge, and corrupt Scripture, but he 

cannot anſwer Scripture. It's Chriſt's Word of. 
mighty Authority, Chriſt foiled Satan with it, 
Mat. 4. Io. In all the Scripture there is not an ill 
Word againſt a poor Sinner, ſtrip off Self-Righte- 
ouſneſs : Nay, it plainly points out this. Man to be 
the Subject of the Grace of the Goſpel, and none. 
elſe. Believe but Chriſt's Willingneſs, and that will 
make thee willing. If thou findeſt thou canſt not 
believe; remember it's Chriſt's Work to make 
thee believe ; put him upon it, he works to will 
and do of his good Pleaſure, Phil. 2. 13. Mourn 
for thy Unbelief, which is a ſetting up of Guile 
in the Conſcience above Chriſt, an under valuing. 
the Merits of Chriſt, accounting his Blood an un- 
holy, a common and unſatisfying Thing. 

Thou complaineſt much of thyſelf. Doth thy 
Sin make thee look more at Chriſt, leſs at thy ſelf? 
That is right, elſe Complaining is but. Hypocriſy. 
To be looking at Duties, Graces, Enlargements, 
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i when thou ſhouldſt be looking at Chriſt, that's 
5 pitiful: Looking at them will but make thee proud, 
4 looking at Chriſt's Grace will but make thee hum-- 


ble. By Grace you are ſaved, Epheſ. 2. 5. In all 
thy Temptations, be not diſcouraged, James 1. 2. 
'T hoſe Scourges may be (not ta break thee but) to 
heave thee off thy ſelf, on the Rock Chriſt. 

Thou mayſt be brought low, even to the Brink 
iy of Hell, ready to tumble in; thou canſt not be 
5 brought lower than the Belly of Hell (many Saints 
have been there even dowſed in Hell) yet there 

thou mayſt cry, there thou mayſt look towards the 
| holy Temple, Jonah 2. 4. Into that Temple none 
'' might enter but purified ones, and with an Offers. 
Mt | 8 | iz 
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ing too, As 21. 26. But now Chriſt is. our Tem- 
ple. Sacrifice, Altar, High-Prieſt, to whom none 
muſt come but Sinners, and that without any Of- 
' +fering, but his own Blood once offered, Heb. 7. 27. 


Remember all the Patterns of Grace that are in 


„Heaven. Thou thinkeft, Oh, what a Monument 
of Grace wouldſt thou be ! There are many thou- 
- ſands as rich Monuments as thou canſt be. The 
greateſt Sinner did never paſs the Grace of Chriſt. 


Do not deſpair: Hope ſtill, when the Clouds are 
blackeſt, even then look towards Chriſt, the ſtand- 


ing Pillar of the Father's Love and Grace, ſet up 


in Heaven for all Sinners to gaze upon continually. 
Whatſoever Satan or Conſcience ſay, do not con- 
clude againſt thyſelf, Chriſt ſhall have the laſt 
Word; he is Judge of quick and dead, and muſt 
pronounce the final Sentence : his Blood ſpeaks 
Reconciliation, Col. 1. 20. cleanſing, 1 John 1. 17. 


Purchaſe, As 20. 28. Redemption, 1 Pet. 1. 19. 


Purging, Heh. 9. 13, 14. Remiſſion, v. 22. Li- 
berty, Heb. 10. 19. Juſtification, Rom. 5. 9. Nigh- 
neſs to God, Epheſ. 2. 13. Not a Drop of this 
Blood ſhall be loſt. Stand and hearken what God 
will ſay, for he will ſpeak Peace to his People, that 
they return no more to Folly, P/al. 85. 8. He 
ſpeaks Grace, Mercy and Peace, 2 Tim. I. 2. 
That's the Language of the Father and of Chriſt, 
Wait for Chriſt's Appearing, as the Morning Star, 
Rev. 22, 19, He ſhall come as. certainly as the 
Morning, as refreſhingly as the Rain, Hof. 6. 3. 
The Sun may as well be hindered from riſing 
as Chriſt the Sun of Righteouſneſs, Mal. 4. 2. 
Look not a Moment off Chriſt. Look not upon 
Sin, but look upon Chriſt firſt ; when thou mourn- 
eſt for Sin, if thou doſt not ſee Chriſt then, awa 
with it, Zach. 2. 10. In every-Duty look at Chriſt 


before Duty, to Pardon, in Duty, to aſſiſt, after 


Duty, to accept. Without this it's but carnal, _ 
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leſs Duty. Do not legalize the Goſpel, as if Part 


did remain for thee to do and ſuffer, and Chriſt 
were but an half Mediator; and thou muſt bear 
Part of thy own Sin, make part Satisfaction. Let Sin 


break thy Heart, but not thy Hope in the Goſpel. 


Look more at Juſtification than Sanctification. 


In the higheſt Commands, conſider Chriſt, not as 


an Exactor, to require; but a Debtor, an Under- 
taker, to work. If thou haſt looked at Workings, 
Duties, Qualifications, &c, more than at the Merits 
of Chrift, it will coſt thee dear: No Wonder thou 


goeſt complaining, Graces may be Evidences, the 


Merits of Chriſt (alone without them) muſt be the 
Foundation of thy Hope to bottom on, Chriſt only 


can be the Hope of Glory, Col. 1. 27. 


When we come to God, we muſt bring nothing 


but Chriſt with us. Any Ingredients or any previ- 
. ous. Qualifications of our own, will poiſon and cor- 
rupt Faith. He that builds upon Duties, Graces, 


Sc. knows not the Merits of Chriſt, This makes 


believing ſo hard, ſo far above Nature; if thou be- 


lieveſt, thou muſt every Day renounce (as Dung 


and Droſs, Phil. 3. 7, S.) thy Privileges, thy Obe- 


dience, thy Baptiſm, thy Sanctification, thy Duties, 
thy Graces, thy Tears, thy Meltings, thy Hum- 


blings, and nothing but Chriſt muſt be held up; 
every Day thy Workings, thy Self- ſufficiency mult 


be deſtroyed, Thou muſt take all out of God's 
Hand. Chriſt is the Gift of God, John 4. 10. Faith 
is the Gift of God, Epheſ. 2. 8. Pardon a free Gift 
Rom. 5. 16. Ah, how Nature ſtorms, frets, rageth 


at this, that all is of Gift, and it can purchaſe no- 
thing with its Actings, and Tears, and Duties, that | 
all Workings are excluded, and of no Value in 


Heaven. 1 | | 
If Nature had been to contrive the way of Sal- 
vation, it would rather have put it into the Hands 


of Saints or Angels, to ſell it, than of Chriſt {who 


gives 
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. gives freely) whom therefore it ſuſpects; it would 
y have ſet up a Way to purchaſe by doing: therefore 
it abominates the Merits of Chriſt ; as the moſt de- 
4 ſtructive Thing to it. Nature would do any thing 
to be ſaved, rather than to go to Chriſt, or cloſe 
with Chriſt; Chriſt will have nothing; the Soul 
will force ſomewhat of its own upon Chtrift. Here- 
in that great Controverſy : conſider, didſt thou 
ever yet ſee the Merits of Chriſt, and the infinite 
Satisfaction, made by his Death? didſt thou fee this 
when the Burthen of Sin and the Wrath of God lay 
heavy on thy Conſcience that is Grace, The Great- 
neſs of Chriſt's Merit is not known but to a poor 
Soul at the greateſt loſs, Slight Convictions will but 
have ſlight low Prizings of Chriſt's Blood and Merits. 
ax Deſpairing Sinner! Thou lookeſt on thy Right- 
45 hand and on thy left, ſaying, Lo will bew us any 
* Gord Thou art tumbling over all thy Duties and 
1 Profeſſions to patch up a Righteouſneſs to ſave thee. 
es © Look at Chriſt now, look to him and be ſaved, all 
de- the Endsof the Earth, Ja. 45. 22. There is none 
ng elſe. He is a Saviour, and there is none beſides 
be. bim, v. 21. Look any where elſe, and thou art un- 
= done, God will look at nothing but Chrift, and 
thou muſt look at nothing elſe. Chriſt is lifted up 
wel on high (as the brazen Serpent in the Wildernets) 
— that Sinners at the Ends of the Earth, the greateſt 
od's diſtance, may ſee him, and look towards him. The 
aich leaſt Sight of him will be ſaving, the leaſt Touch 
Jil healing to thee ; and God intends thou ſhould'ſt 
cork look on him, for he hath ſet him upon a high 
aA Throne of Glory, in the open View of all poor Sin- 
that I ners. Thou haſt infinite Reaſon to look on him, 
no Reaſon at all to look off him. For he is meek 


. UL and lowly of Heart, Mat. 11. 29. He will do that 
Sau- himſelf which he requires of his Creature, dix. 
ads bear with Infirmities, Rom, 15. 1. no pleaſing him- 


_w felf, not ſtanding upon Points of Law, v. 2. He 
EEE 


* 


(14) 
will reſtore with the Spirit of Meekneſs, Gal. 6. T. 
and bear thy Burthens, v. 2, He will forgive, not 
only till ſeven times, but ſeventy times ſeven, 
Math, 18. 21, 22. Tt put the Faith of the Apoſtle 
to it to believe this, Zyke 17. 4, 5. becauſe we are 
hard to forgive, we think Chriſt is hard. 

We ſee Sin great, we think Chriſt doth ſo, and 
meaſure infinite Love with our Line, infinite Me- 
rits with our Sins, which is the greateſt Pride and 
Blaſphemy, Pſal. 103. 11, 12. Ia. 40. 15. Hear 
what he ſaith, I have found a Ranſom, Fob 33. 24. 
In him I am well pleaſed, Matth. 3. 17. God will 
have nothingelſe ; nothingelſe will do thee good, 
or ſatisfy Conſcience, but Chriſt, who ſatisfied the 
Father. God doth all upon the Account of Chriſt, 
Thy Deſerts are Hell, Wrath, Rejection, Chriſt's 
Deſerts are Life, Pardon, and Acceptation. He 
will not only ſhew thee the one, but he will give 
_ thee the other, It's Chriſt's own Glory and Hap- 
pineſs to pardon, Confider, whilſt Chriſt was upon 
the Earth, he was more among Publicans and Sin- 
ners than among Scribes and Phariſees, his profeſſed 
Adveiſaries; for they were righteous ones, It is 
not as thou imagineſt, that his State in Glory 
makes him negleaful, ſcornful to poor Sinners; 
no, he hath the ſame Heart now in Heaven, he is 
God, and changeth not: He is the Lumb of God 
that taketh away the Sins of the F/orld, John 1.-29. 
He went thro” all thy Temptations, Dejections, 
Sorrows, Deſertions, Rejections, Matth. 4. 3. to 
12. and 26. Mark 15. 24. Luke 22. 44. Matth. 
26. 38. And hath drunk the bittereſt of the Cup, 
and left thee the ſweet; the Condemnation is out, 
Chriſt drunk up all the Father's Wrath at one 
Draught; and nothing but Salvatinon is left for 
thee. Thou ſayſt thou canſt not believe, thou canſt 
nor repent, Fitter for Chriſt if thou haſt nothing 
but Sin and Miſery. Go to Chriſt with all thy 

| | Impenitency 
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Impenitency and Unbelief, to get Faith and Re- 
pentance from him ; that is glorious, Tell Chriſt, 
Lord I have brought no Righteouſneſs, no Grace to be 
accepted in or juſtified by : I am come fer thine, and 
muſt have it. We would be bringing to Chriſt, 
and that mult not be: not a Penny 'of Nature's 
higheſt Improvements will paſs in Heaven. Grace 


will not ſtand with Works, Tit. 3. 5. Rom. 11. 6. 


That is a terrible Point to Nature, which cannot 
think of being ſtript of all, not having a Rag of 


Duty or Righteouſneſs left to look at.  vSelf-righ- 


teouſneſs, Self-ſufficiency, are the Darlings of Na- 
ture, which ſhe preſerves as her Life; that makes 
Chriſt ſeem ugly to Nature. Nature cannot deſire 
him; he is juſt directly oppoſite to all Nature's 
glorious Intereſts.” Let Nature but make a Goſ- 


pel, and it would make it quite contrary to Chriſt, 


It would be tothe Juſt, the Innocent, the Holy, 
Sc. Chriſt made the Goſpel for thee, that is, for 
needy Sinners ; the Ungodly, the Unrighteous, the' 
Accurſed. Nature cannot endure to think the Goſ- 


pel is only for Sinners; it will rather chuſe to de- 


ſpair than to go to Chriſt upon ſuch terrible Terms, 
When Nature is but put to it by Guilt or Wrath, 
it will go to its old Haunts of Self- Righteouſneſs, 
Self. Goodneſs, Sc. An infinite Power muſt caſt 
down thoſe ſtrong Holds, None but the Self- Juſti- 
ciary ſtands excluded out of the Goſpel ; Chrift 
will look at the moſt abominable Sinner before 


him, becauſe to ſuch an one Chriſt cannot be made 


Juſtification z he is no Sinner. To ſay in Com- 


pliment, I ama Sinner, is eaſy ; but to pray with 
the Publican indeed, Lord be me: ciful to me a Sin- 
ner, is the hardeſt Prayer in the World.. It's eaſy 
to ſay I believe in Chrift ; but to ſee Chriſt full of 
Grace and Truth, of whoſe Tulneſs thou mayſi re- 
ceive Grace for Grace; that's ſaying. It's eaſy to 


profeſs Chriſt with the Mouth; but to confeſs him 
B 2 with 
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with the Heart, as Peter, (to be tha Chriſt, the San 
of the living Gad, the alone Mediator) that's above 
Fleſh and Blood. Many call Chriſt Saviour ; few | 
know him ſo. To fee Grace, Salvation in Chriſt is 
the greateſt Sight in the World; nene can do that, 
but at the ſame time they ſhall ſee that Glory and 
Salvation to be theirs. Sights will cauſe Applica- 
tions, I may be aſhamed to think in the midſt of 
ſo much Profeſſion, that I have known little of 
the Blood of Chriſt, which is the main thing of 
the Goſpel. A Chriſtleſs, formal Profeſſion, will 
be the blackeſt Sight, yext to Hell, that can be. 
Thou mayſt have many good things, and yet one 
thing may be wanting, that may make thee 
away ſorrowful from Chriſt, Thou haſt never Cd 

all, thou haſt never parted with all thine own Righ- 
tevulneſs, Sc. Thou may'it be high in Duty, and 
yet a perfect Enemy and Adverſary to Chriſt, in 
every Prayer, in every Ordinance. Labour after 
Sanctiacation to thy utmoſt ; but make not a Chriſt 
of it to ſave thee; if fo, it muſt come down one 
way or other, Chriſt's infinite Satisfaction, not - 
thy Sanctification, muſt be thy Juſtification, before 
God. When the Lord ſhall appear terrible out of 
his holy Place, Fire ſhall conſume that as Hay and 
Stubble, This will be ſound. Religion, only to 
bottom all upon the everlaſtinz Mountains of 
God's Love and Grace in Chriſt, to live conti- - 
nually iu the Sight of Chriſt's infinite Righteoul- 
nels. and Merits (they are ſanCtifying, without 
them the Heart is carnal) and in thoſe Sights to 
ſee the full Vileneſs, yet Hittleneſs of Sin, and to 
lee all pardoned ; in thoſe Sights to pray, hear, &c. 
ſeeing thy polluted Solf, and all thy weak Per- 
formances accepted continually ; ; in thoſe Sights 
to trample upon all thy Self-glories, Righteouſneſs, 
Privileges, as abominable, and be found continu- 
uy 1a the Rightcouſnels of Chriſt only; rejoycing 


in 
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in the Ruins of thy own Righteouſneſs, the ſpoil- 
ing of all thy own Excellencies, that Chriſt alone, 
as Mediator, may be exalted in his Throne, mourn- 
ing over all thy Duties (how glorious ſoever) that 
thou haſt not performed in the Sight and Senſe of 
Chriſt's Love ; without the Blood of Chriſt on the 
Conſcience, all is dead Service, Heb. 9. 114. 
N That Opinion of Free- will (fo cried up) will 
be eatily confuted (as it is by Scripture) in the 
Heart, who hath had any ſpiritual Dealing with | 
Jeſus Chriſt, as to the Application of his Merits, 
and Subjection to his Righteouſneſs, Chriſt is 
every way too magnificent a Perſon for poor Na- 
ture to cloſe withal, or to apprehend. Chriſt is fo 
infinitely holy, Natuſe durſt never look at him; 
ſo infinitely good, Nature can never believe him 
to be ſuch, when it lies under full Sight of Sin, 
Chriſt is too high and glorious for Nature ſo much 
as to touch. There muſt be a divine Nature firſt 
put into the Soul, to make it lay hold on him, he 
lays ſo infinitely beyond the ſight or reach of Nature. 
That Chriſt which natural Free-will can appre- 
hend, is but a natural Chriſt of a Man's own ma- 
king, not the Father's Chriſt, not Jeſus the Son of 
the living God, to whom none can come without 
the Father's drawing, John 6. 44, 46. Finally, 
ſearch the Scriptures daily, as Mines of Gold, 
wherein the Heart of Chriſt is laid. Watch againſt 
Conſtitution Sins, ſee them in their Vileneſs, and 
they ſhall never break out into Act. Keepalways 


| an humble, empty, broken Frame of Heart, ſenſible 
of any ſpiritual Miſcarriage, obſervant of all in- 
: ward Workings, fit for the higheſt Communica- 


tions. Keep not Guilt in the Conſcience, but ap- 

ply the Blood of Chriſt immediately, God chargeth 

8 Sin and Guilt upon thee to make thee look to 
Chriſt the brazen Serpent. 


BY | | 
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Judge not Chriſt's Love by Providences, but by 
Promiſes. Bleſs God for ſhaking off falſe Founda- E. 


tions, lor any way whereby he keeps the Soul F 
awakened and looking after Chriſt ; better Sick- 
ne ſſes, Temptations, than Security and Slightneſs. 3 
A ſlighty Spirit will turn a profane Spirit, and 


will ſin and pray too. Slightneſs is the Bane of 
Frofeſſion, if it be not rooted out of the Heart, by 
conſtant and ſerious Dealings with, and beholdings 3 
of Chriſt in Duties; it will grow more ſtrong and 
more deadly, by being under Church Ordinances, 7 


Meaſure not thy Graces by others Attainments, 
but by Scri ture Trials. Be ſerious, exact in Duty, 
having the Weight of it upon the Heart; but be 


as much afraid of taking Comfort from Duties as 


from Sins. Comfort from any Hand but Chriſt is 


deadly. Be much in Prayer, or you will never keep | f 


up much Communion with God. As you are in- 


Cloſet-Prayer, ſo you will be in all other Ordi- 
nances, | | | 1 
Reckon not Duties by high Expreſſions, but by 
low Frames, and the Beholdings of Chriſt, Trem- 
ble at Duties and Gifts, It was the Saying of a 
great Saint, He was more afraid of his Duties than 
his Sins ; the one often made him proud, the other 
z\ways made him humble, Treaſure up Mani- 
feltations of Chriſt's Love, they make the Heart 
low for Chriſt, tco high for Sin, Slight not the 
loweſt, meaneſt Evidence of Grace; God may 
put thee to make uſe of the loweft as thou thinks; 
even that, 1 Fohn 3. 14. that may be worth a thou- 


ſand Worlds to thee. | 


Be true to Truth, but not turbulent and ſcorn- 
ſul; reſtore ſuch as are fallen, help them up again 
with all the Bowels of Chriſt. Set the broken diſ- 


jointed Bones with the Grace of the Goſpel, high 


Profeilor | Deſpiſe not weak Saints; thou mayſt 


come to with to be in the Condition of the meaneſt 


of 
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of them. Be faithful to others Infirmities, bus 


ſenſible of thy own, Viſit ſick Beds and deſerted 
Souls much, they are excellent Scholars in Ex- 
perience, 

Abide in your Calling. Be autiful to all Relations 
as to the Lord. Be content with little of the World.; 


little will ſerve. Think very little of the Earth | 


much, becauſe unworthy the leaſt. "Think mueh 
of Heaven not too little, becauſe Chriſt is ſo rich 
and free. Think every one better than thyſelf, 
and carry ever Self-loathing about thee, as one fit 


to be trampled upon by all Saints. See the Vanity 
of the World, and the Conſumption that is upon 


all things, and love nothing but Chriſt, Mourn to 
ſee ſo little of Chriſt in the World, ſo few need- 
ing him. Trifles pleaſe them better. To a ſe- 
cure Soul Chriſt is but a Fable, the Scriptures but 
a Story, Mourn to think how many under Bab- 
tiſm Church- Order that are not under Grace, look- 


ing much after Duty, Obedience, little after Chriſt, 


little verſed in Grace. Prepare for the Croſs, wel- 
come it, bear it triumphantly like Chriſt's Croſs, 
whether Scoffs, Mockings, Jeers, Contempt, Im- 
*priſonments, Oe. but ſee it be Chriſt's Croſs, not 
thine own, 

Sin will hinder from Glory in the Croſs of 
Chriſt, comitting little Truths againſt Light may 
breed Hell i in the Conſcience, as well as commit- 
ting the greateſt Sins againſt Light. If thou haſt 


been taken out of the Pelly of Hell into Chriſt's 


Boſom, and made to fit among Princes in the 
Houſhold of God, Oh, how ſhouldſt thou live as 
a Pattern of Mercy ; redeemed, reſtored Soul 
What infinite Sums doſt thou owe Chriſt ! With 
What ſingular Frames muſt thou walk, and do 
every Duty -! on Sabbaths, what praiſing. Days, 
ſinging of Hallelujahs, ſhould they be to thee. ! 
Church Fellowſhip, what a Heaven, a n il 
ri 
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Chriſt, and Angels and Saints Communion; what 
a drowning the Soul in eternal Love, as a Burial 
with Chriſt, dying to all Things beſides him. 
Every Time thou thinkeſt of Chriſt, be aftoniſh- 
ed, and wonder ; and when thou ſeeft Sin, look at 
Chriſt's Grace that did pardon it; and when thou 
art proud, look at Chriſt's Grace, that ſhall hum- 
ble and ſtrike thee down in the Duſt, 

Remember Chriſt's Time of Love when thou 
waſt naked. Ezek. 16. 8, 9. and then he choſe 
thee. Canſt thou ever have a proud Thought ? 
Remember whoſe Arms ſupported thee from ſink— 
ing, and delivered thee from the loweſt Hell. 
P/al, 86. 13. and ſhout in the Ears of Angels and 
Men, P/al. 148, and for ever ſing Praiſe, Praiſe; 

race, Grace, Daly repent and pray ; and walk 


in the Sight of Grace, as one that hath the 


Anointings of Grace upon thee, , Remember thy 
Sins, Chriſt's Pardonings; thy Deſerts, Chriſt's 
Merits ; thy Weakneſs, Chriſt's Strength; thy 
Pride, Chtiſc''s Humility ; thy many Infirmities, 
Chriſt's Reſtorings; thy Guilts, Chriſt's new Ap- 
plications of his Blood ; thy Failings, Chriſt's 
railing up; thy Wants, Chriſt's Fulneſs; thy 
Temptations, Chriſt's Tencernels ; ; thy Vileneſs, 


Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, 


Bleſſed Soul ! whom Chriſt ſhall find not having 
on his own Rizhteouſneſs, Phil. 3. 9. But having 
his Robes waſhed and made white in the Blood of 
the Lamb, Rev. 7. 14. Woful miſerable Profeſſor! 
that hath not the Goſpel within, reſt not in 
Church Trials; thou may'ſt paſs that, and be caſt 
away in Chriſt's Day of Trial: Thou may'ſt come 


to Baptiſm and never come to JESU, and the 


Blood of Sprinkling, Heb. 12. 24. Whatever 
Workings or Attainments of Chriſt's Blood, Me- 
rits, Righteouſneſs, (the main Object of the Goſ- 


pel) falls ſhort of the Goſpel, and leaves the Soul 


in 


Go - 
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in a Condition of Doubtings and Queſtionings - 
And Doubtings (if not look'd unto betimes) will 
turn to a Slightneſs of Spirit, one of the moſt 


X dangerous Frames. Trifle not with Ordinances, . 


Be much in Meditation and Prayer. Wait dili- 
gently upon all hearing Opportunities, We had 
need of Doctrine, Reproof, Exhortation, Conſo- 


9 lation, as the tender Herbs and the Graſs hath of 


the Rain, the Dew, the ſmall Rain, and the Show- 


3 ers, Deut. 32, 2. Do all thou doeſt as Soul- wor k 


us unto Chriſt, Zach. 7. 5, 6. as immediately deal- 
ing with Chriſt Jeſus, as if he were looking on 


3 thee, and thou on him, and fetch all thy Strength 


from him. 
Obſerve what holy Motions you find in your 


£ Souls to Duties, prize the leaſt good Thought thou 


haſt of Chriſt, the leaſt good Word thou ſpeakeſt 
of him ſincerely from the Heart, rich Mercy: O 
bleſs God for it ! Obſerve, if every Day you have 


the Day-ſpring from on high, with his Morning 


Dews of Mourning for Sin, conſtantly viſiting 
thee, Luke 1, 17, have you the bright Morning- 
Star, with freſh Influences of Grace and Peace, 
conſtantly ariſing, Rev 22. 16. and Chriſt ſweetly 
greeting the Soul in all Duties, * W hat Duty makes 
not more ſpiritual, will make more carnal ; what 
doth not quicken and humble, will deaden and 
harden. | | 
Judas may have the Sop, the outward Privilege 
of Baptiſm, Supper, Church Fellowſhip, &c. but 
Jobn leaned on Chriſt's Boſom, John 13. 23. that's 
the Goſpel Ordinance Poſture, in which we ſhould 


pray, and hear, and perform all Duties. Nothing 


but lying in that Boſom will diſſolve Hardneſs of 
Heart, and make thee to mourn kindly for Sin, 
and cure Slightingneſs and Ordinarineſs of Spirit 
(that Gangreen in Profeſſion) that will humble 
indeed, and make the Soul cordial to Chriſt, and 

Sin 
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Sin vile to the Soul, yea transform, the ual 
Piece of Hell into the Glory of Chrift, N pg 
think thou art right as thou ſhouldſt be, a Chriſtian 
of any * Attainment, until thou come to this, al- 
ways to ſee and feel thyſelf lying in the Boſom of 
9 who is in the Boſom of his Father, Fehr 

1, 18, Come and move the Father for Sights of 


Chriſt, and you ſhall be ſure to ſpeed 3 you can 


come with no Requeſt that pleaſeth him better; 
he gave him out of his own Boſom for that very 
End, to be held up beſore the Eyes of all Sinners, 
as the everlaſting Monument of his Father's Love, 
Looking at the natural Sun weakeneth the Eye. 
The more you look at Chriſt, the Sun of Righ- 


teouſneſs, the ſtronger and clearer will the Eye of 


Faith be. Look but at Chri/t, you will love him, 
and live on him, Think on him continually ; keep 
the Eye conſtantly upon Chriſi's Blood, or every 
Blaſt of Temptation will ſhake you. If you will 


| ſee Sin's Sinfulneſs, to loath it ai d mourn, do not 


ſtand looking upon Sin, but look upon Chri/? firſt, 


as ſuffering and fatisfying. If you would fee your 


Graces, your Sanctification, do not ſtand gazing 
upon hem, but look at Chri/?'s Righteouſneſs in 
the firſt Place; (ſee the Son, and you ſee ali) look 
at your Graces. in the ſecond Place. 

When you act Faith, what you farſt look at, 
that you expect Settlement from, and make it the 


Bottom of your Hope. Go to Chriſt in Sight of 


your Sin and Miſery, not of thy Grace and Holi- 
neſs. Have nothing to do with thy Graces and 
Sanctification (they will but vail Chriſt) till thou 
haſt ſeen Chriſi firſt, He that looks upon Christ 
thro' his Graces,” is like one that ſecs the Sun in 
Water, which wavereth, and moves as the Water 
doth, Look upon Chriſt only as ſhining in the 
Firmament of the Father's Love-and Grace, you 
will not ſee him but in his own Glory, which is 

un- 
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unſpeal:able, Pride and Unbelief will put you 
upon ſeeing ſomewhat in yourſelf firſt ; but Faith 
will have to do with none but Chriſt, who is in- 
expreſſibly glorious, and muſt ſwallow up thy 
Sanctification as well as thy Sin; for God made 
him both for us, and we muſt make him both, 
1 Cor. 1. 30. 2 Cor. 5. 21. He that ſets up his 
Sanctification to look at, to comfort him, he ſets 


up the greateſt Idol, which will /frengthen his 
Doubts and Fears. Do but look off Chriſi, and 


E preſently (like Peter) you fink in Doubts, 


A Chri/tian never wants Comfort, but by break- 
ing the Order and Method of the Goſpel, looking 
on his own, and looking off Chri/?'s perfect Righ- 
teouſneſs, which is to chuſe rather to live by Can- 
dle Light than by the Light of the Sun. The 
Honey that you ſuck from your own Righteoul- 
neſs will turn into perfect Gall, and the Light that 
you ike Tom that to walk in will turn into 
black Night upon the Soul. Satan is tempting 
thee, by putting. thee#to plod about thy own 
Grace, to get Comfort from that, then the Father 
comes and points thee to Chri/?s Grace (as rich 
and glorious, infinitely pleaſing him) and biddeſt 
thee ſtudy Chriſt's Righteouſneſs ; (and his Bid- 
dings are Enablings) that's a bleſſed Motion, a 
ſweet Whiſpering, checking thy Unbelief ; follow 
the leaſt Hint, cloſe with much Prayer, prize it 
as an invaluable Jewel; it's an Earneſt of more to 
come, Again, | 3 

If yov would pray, and cannot, and fo are diſ- 
couraged, fee Chri/t praying for you, uſing his In- 
tere with the Father for you. What can you 
want, John 14. 17. and ch. 17. if you be troubled, 
ſee Chri/? your Peace, Epheſ. 2. 14. leaving you 
Peace when he went up- to Heaven, again and 
again charging you not to be troubled, no not in 
the leaſt (ſinfully troubled) ſo as to obſtruct thy 

| Comfort 
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Comfort or thy Believing, Jobn 14. 1, 27. He is 
now upon the Throne, having ſpoiled upon his 
Croſs (in the loweſt State of his Humiliation) all 
whatſoever can hutt or annoy thee ; he hath borns, 
all thy Sins, Sorrows, Troubles, Temptations, Sc. 
and is gone to prepare Manſions for thee. 


Thou who haſt ſeen Chriſt all, and thy ſelf f 


abſolutely nothing, who makeft Chrif all thy 


Life, and art dead to all Righteouſneſs beſides ; | 


thou art the Chriſtian, one highly beloved, and 


who hath found favour with God, a Favourite of Y 
Heaven. Do Chriſt this one Favour for all his 
Love to thee, love all his poor Saints and. Churches 
(the meaneſt, the weakeſt, notwithſtanding anß 


difference in Judgment) they are engraven on his 


Heart (as the Names of the Children of Vrael on \ 


Aaron's Breaſt-plate, Exod. 28. 21.) let them be 


fo on thine. Pray for the Peace of Feruſalem, they | 


Hall projper that love thee, Pal. 122. 6, 


| 


